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At DeKalb Chamber of Commerce’s 75th anniversary,
President Leonardo McClarty looks at its past and its future
LWVMRXUQH\RIWKHSDVW
years, the county—and conVHTXHQWO\WKHFKDPEHU²H[Although the DeKalb
perienced some important
County Chamber of ComWXUQLQJSRLQWV³$PDMRU
merce has undergone many
event in the county’s transichanges during the 75 years tion from a collection of ruRILWVH[LVWHQFHLWVFRUHPLV- ral communities came right
sion has remained the same, after World War II, around
according to chamber Presi- RU¶ZKHQWKH*HQdent Leonardo McClarty.
eral Motors plant came to
“DeKalb County 75 years Doraville. That was huge,”
ago was rural so business
said McClarty, who has
was largely agribusiness. As headed the chamber for nine
that has changed we have
years. “The chamber played
continued to see our role as a DPDMRUUROHLQVXSSRUWLQJ
partner, resource and support that effort.”
system for business whatDuring that same time
ever that business is.
frame, the federal govern“While businesses in the
ment started the Centers for
community may see each
Disease Control and Prevenother as competitors on a
tion and established its headday-to-day basis, through
TXDUWHUVLQ'H.DOE¶V'UXLG
the chamber they can work
Hills neighborhood, McIRUWKHWKLQJVWKDWEHQH¿WWKH Clarty said, adding that in
entire business community,” the same part of the county,
McClarty said.
Emory University underwent
He said that while the
a great growth spurt in the
chamber may take the role
VDQGµV
of advocate or opponent
He said the Veterans
on a particular issue, as a
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQFRPSOH[
QRQSROLWLFDOQRQSUR¿WRUJD- including the VA Hospital
nization it more often helps
also changed the economic
stakeholders understand one picture in DeKalb.
another’s point of view and
³$QRWKHUPDMRUPLOHVWRQH
see the big picture. “Busiwas the completion in the
ness doesn’t stand alone,”
VRIWKHKRVSLWDOWKDW¶V
he said. “It works in concert now called DeKalb Mediwith government, education cal,” he said, noting that
and other entities. Often the
health care is now a big inchamber is the place where
dustry in DeKalb.
WKH\¿QGFRPPRQJURXQG
McCarty said while it’s
“Business in recent
JRRGWRKDYHPDMRUHPSOR\years has gotten a black eye. HUVLQWKHDUHDDPL[RIODUJH
Sometimes people think of
and small companies is idebusiness as a collection of
al. “Most of our growth right
greedy and self-interested
now is coming from small
people—and occasionally
businesses and we want to
someone behaves in a way
be sure we’re an important
that reinforces that image— resource for them. Nurturbut those people represent
ing small businesses is more
only a small minority,” Mcimportant than trying to land
Clarty said. “Without supWKHELJ¿VKULJKWQRZ´KH
port from business nonprof- added.
its and community programs
He said the county has
FRXOGQRWH[LVW´
important assets that help
McClarty noted that in
it compete as a place to
by Kathy Mitchell
kathy@dekalbchamp.com

*P[`VM+LJH[\YOPYLZÄYZ[W\ISPJPUMVYTH[PVUVMÄJLY
After an screening process of more than 250 applicants, the city of Decatur
announced Sept. 17 the
hiring of Casie Yoder as its
¿UVWSXEOLFLQIRUPDWLRQRI¿FHU
“Communication is at the
heart of Decatur’s commitment to transparency,” said
City Manager Peggy Mer-

riss. “Casie Yoder’s years of
FRPPXQLFDWLRQVH[SHULHQFH
in our nation’s capital and
local communities across
the country will make her an
invaluable asset to the city
as we work to enhance and
H[SDQG'HFDWXU¶VFRPPXQLcation tools and efforts.”
Based in Washington,
D.C., since 2008, Yoder has
:LL6MÄJLYVU7HNL (

do business. “We’re very
well positioned in terms of
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQIRUH[DPSOH
Interstates 85, 285 and 20,
all cut right through DeKalb.
MARTA is here and we’re
MXVWPLQXWHVIURP$WODQWD
+DUWV¿HOG-DFNVRQ$LUSRUW
one of the largest international airports in the world.
We’re also home to DeKalb
Peachtree Airport, the state’s
second largest airport,” he
continued.
Another asset, he said, is
TXDOLW\LQVWLWXWLRQVRIKLJKHU
learning, including not only
Emory, but Agnes Scott College, Oglethorpe University,
Georgia Perimeter College,
Piedmont Technical College and others. “All these
resources make us strong
competitors for business.
We need to keep working to
make sure we’re creating the
H[SHUWLVHQHHGHGLQWRGD\¶V
MREPDUNHW´+HQRWHGWKDW
in the current economic climate, competition may be in
WKHQH[WFRXQW\EXWLWPD\
also come from a distant
state or from another country.
A strong chamber can be
a strong voice for business,
McCarty said, “but we need
solid businesses behind us to
lend strength and credibility
to our message.”
McClarty

DeKalb County
Department of Watershed Management
Public Advisory
Interstate 85 & Oakcliff Industrial Court Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation
September 5, 2013
Advisory Issue Date

October 5, 2013
Advisory Close Date

This advisory is issued to inform the public of a receipt of an application for a variance submitted
pursuant to a State Environmental Law. The Public is invited to comment during a 30 day period on
the proposed activity. Since the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) has no authority to
zone property or determine land use, only those comments addressing environmental issues related to
air, water and land protection will be considered in the application review process. Written comments
should be submitted to: Program Manager, Non Point Source Program, Erosion and Sedimentation
Control, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, Georgia 30354.
Type of Permit Application: Variance to encroach within the 25-foot Sate Waters Buffer.
$SSOLFDEOH/DZ*HRUJLD(URVLRQDQG6HGLPHQWDWLRQ$FW2&*$(7VHT
$SSOLFDEOH5XOHV(URVLRQDQG6HGLPHQWDWLRQ&RQWURO&KDSWHU
%DVLVXQGHUZKLFKYDULDQFHVKDOOEHFRQVLGHUHG^   $. `'
Project Description & Reason for Initiating:
7KHSURSRVHGSURMHFWLQYROYHVEXIIHUHQFURDFKPHQWVQHFHVVDU\WRUHKDELOLWDWHDQH[LVWLQJJUDYLW\VHZHU
line. Three sections within the buffer will involve direct line replacement and will impact 676 linear
IHHWRIEXIIHUDORQJDQXQQDPHGWULEXWDU\WR1RUWK)RUN&UHHN7KHSURMHFWLVORFDWHGQHDU2DNFOLII
Industrial Court and south to Interstate 85 in DeKalb County.
Project Location:
7KLVSURMHFWLVORFDWHGLQODQGORWDQGRIWKHth district of DeKalb County, beginning at terminus
RI2DN&OLII,QGXVWULDO&RXUWDQGUXQQLQJVRXWKWR,QWHUVWDWHDQGFRQWLQXLQJVRXWKWRWKHFRQÀXHQFHRI
WKH1RUWK)RUNRI3HDFKWUHH&UHHNIRUDWRWDOGLVWDQFHRIDSSUR[LPDWHO\RQHPLOH
The Public can review site plans at 1580 Roadhaven Drive Stone Mountain, Georgia 30083. Phone 770621-7272.
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The panel for the DeKalb Chamber of Commerce’s business forum was composed of, from left, Bob Voyles, Craig Lesser, Gregory Baranco and Becky Blalock. Yvette Cook, standing at
right, was the moderator.

Executives comment on local business climate at chamber forum
by Kathy Mitchell
kathy@dekalbchamp.com

for small businesses. “When
the banks are offering very low
interest rates, people are looking
As part of its 75th anniversary
for investments that will provide a
celebration, the DeKalb County
greater return. If they see a business
Chamber of Commerce hosted
that has great potential, they may
a business forum at which four
be willing to put their money there
leaders in the business community
instead of with more traditional
discussed their thoughts on the
investments,” he said.
business climate in Georgia and
Lesser commented that success
VSHFL¿FDOO\LQ'H.DOE&RXQW\
doesn’t necessarily depend on the
The panel, moderated by
state of the economy. “Often it
United Way of Greater Atlanta
depends on what business you’re in,
&KLHI0DUNHWLQJ2I¿FHUYvette
where you are and how smart you
Cook, was composed of Gregory
are,” he said.
Baranco, president and CEO of
Blaylock, whose book DARE—
Baranco Automotive Group; Becky 6WUDLJKW7DONRQ&RQ¿GHQFH
Blalock, managing partner at
Courage and Career for Women in
Advisory Capital; Craig Lesser,
Charge is scheduled to appear in
consultant and former Georgia
bookstores in October, said Georgia
commissioner of economic
doesn’t offer a lot of incentives for
development; and Bob Voyles,
businesses to move into the state.
founder of Seven Oaks Co., a
³7H[DVLVUHDOO\EHDWLQJXVLQWKDW
FRPPHUFLDOUHDOHVWDWH¿UP
area,” she said.
Panelists generally agreed that
9R\OHVTXLSSHG³,MXVWFDPH
the economy would be helped by
IURP7H[DV,FDQVHHZK\WKH\QHHG
increased availability of investment incentives.”
capital. Baranco told of his efforts
Pointing out that Georgia
to build his Mercedes dealership in
has relatively few Fortune 500
2008, when the economy was in a
companies when compared with
GHHSVOXPS³7KHEDQNVMXVWZHUHQ¶W other states its size, Cook asked
interested,” he recalled, “but I
panelists what they thought the state
found some investors and they did
could do to change that picture.
very well. Now all those banks
Several responded that attracting
that turned me down are calling
Fortune 500 companies is not the
wanting to lend me money. And as
key to boosting Georgia’s economy.
for the people who invested with me
Lesser said the state would do
before-they’re asking ‘what’s our
better by growing sectors that are
QH[WSURMHFW"¶´
DOUHDG\H[FHOOLQJLQ*HRUJLD³,¶P
Voyles said a slumping economy disappointed that we don’t do more
can sometimes present opportunities of that,” he said. “We have lots

of people who have great ideas.
:HKDYHQ¶WGRQHDJRRGMRERI
supporting them.”
He said the business community
should be open to new ideas. “Who
would have predicted Google?” he
asked.
Blaylock agreed that the business
community needs to support
innovative newcomers. “Some
have great ideas, but have no idea
how to implement them. They need
mentors with business savvy. We all
need to get involved in mentoring,”
she said.
Baranco said those who are new
to the business world may need help
understanding how to get things
done and how much work it takes to
get a new idea into the marketplace.
³:HZDQWWRKHOSWKRVHZKRDUHMXVW
getting started, but we want to see
that they are totally committed,” he
said.
Panelists agreed that Georgia has
both assets and liabilities as a place
to do business. “Education is ranked
near the bottom in the nation,”
Blaylock commented, “That doesn’t
ERGHZHOO´6KHDGGHGWKDWWUDI¿FLV
an issue in the metropolitan Atlanta
DUHDDQGYRWHUV¶UHMHFWLRQRIWKH
TSPLOST (Transportation Special
3XUSRVH/RFDO2SWLRQ6DOHV7D[ 
initiative to pay for transportation
improvements suggests to outsiders
that Georgians aren’t interested in
solving the problem.
Lesser said politicians at the
local level “have some work to do.”
He said the inability of politicians to

The Voice of Business in DeKalb County

DeKalb Chamber of Commerce

Two Decatur Town Center, 125 Clairemont Ave., Suite 235, Decatur, GA 30030
404.378.8000
www.DeKalbChamber.org

work together is harming the county
and the state.
Panelists also noted that the area
has strong assets and should, Voyles
VDLG³GRDEHWWHUMRERIWHOOLQJRXU
story.”
He said the education picture
is not all negative as the area has
H[FHOOHQWFROOHJHVDQGXQLYHUVLWLHV
“Georgia Tech is a tremendous
resource,” he said.
Baranco acknowledged that
were problems a few years ago
in some state colleges, “but that’s
EHHQ¿[HG´KHVDLG³:HQRZKDYH
a network of state schools anyone
should be proud to attend.”
3HRSOHFDUHDERXWTXDOLW\RI
life and that’s a real asset here,
Lesser said. “Decatur has one of the
JUHDWHVWGRZQWRZQDUHDV\RX¶OO¿QG
anywhere,” he said. “Young adults
especially love living in an area
with lots of wonderful specialty
shops, interesting restaurants and
pedestrian and bicycle friendly
areas.”
Asked what types of employees
they look for their businesses,
panelists agreed that they want
WKRVHZKRJREH\RQGWKHLUMRE
descriptions. “We want to select the
best, then invest in them. It should
be a win-win for everyone in our
organization,” Baranco said.
9R\OHVVDLGKHORRNVIRUÀH[LEOH
people who are “prepared to wear
multiple hats. They should be able
to perform three or four functions,
depending on where they’re
needed.”

